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Key Questions

Learning Goals

1. What does the interior of the 
Earth look like?

2. How do models help us 
understand things we cannot 
see directly?

• use a collaborative approach in solving clues to 
correctly construct, draw, and label the layers of 
the Earth; and

• construct a “slice” of the Earth that shows its  
in te ri or structure.
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Labels to be used on 
your slice of the Earth.

Mantle  ____ km thick

Lithosphere  ____ km thick

Inner Core  ____ km thick

Outer Core  ____ km thick

Solid Solid

Solid Liquid

Liquid Liquid

Basalt Granite

Peridotite Nickel

Iron

Draw your core sample of the Earth. 
Label each layer.
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Connecting Learning

1. What are the four layers of 
the Earth?

2. How accurate do you think 
this model is? Explain your 
thoughts.

3. What is the pattern when it comes to the 
order of states of matter in the layers? How 
can you account for this pat tern? 

4. Why are models useful in science?

5. What other models do you use in science? 

6.  What are you wondering now?
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